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AN AFFILATE OF THE SAN RAMON VALLEY EDUCATION FOUNDATION

Spell-a-thon Fundraiser!

Activity Summary

Summary: This fundraiser has the teachers, kids and parents working together to benefit
our school and our classrooms. From start to finish, this activity lasts about 6 weeks. It
takes 6 — 8 volunteers at the most. It’s not real labor intensive and is a quick and easy
way to bring money into the Education Fund.

Concept: The Spell-a-thon replaces the normal spelling test in each classroom for the
week. Teachers supply the spelling lists for each grade level. The entire school
participates at the same time. Instead of teachers reciting the words in their individual
classrooms, this year we videotaped “guest speakers” and broadcast the Spell-a-thon
over closed circuit TV during our school’s normal Wednesday Morning Show. In prior
years, the principal read the words by grade level over the PA system. Students are
responsible for learning up to and including their grade level words, but may try upper
grade level words if they choose.

Volunteers: one coordinator, six graders (one per grade level), team of two for filming,
team of two for sorting packets and counting money

Prior to event: Early in the school year, get a date set with your principal on the school
calendar. Typically, we have ours in February. Make a presentation to your teachers to
make sure they “buy into” the program. Get spelling lists by grade level from the
teachers along with sentences to be used by the speakers for each word. Send home
packets to families about 10 — 14 days prior to the Spell-a-thon.

Packet to families: This should include a cover letter explaining the event, where the
money will go, Spell-a-thon word list by grade level, study hints, a calendar timeline and
a collection envelope for donations from sponsors.

Calendar timeline sample:

Feb 3 — 12: study words

Feb 3 — 12: ask friends and family for sponsor donations

Feb 12: participate in Spell-a-thon

Feb 14 — 24: collect $3$ from sponsors

Feb 24: turn in envelope with donations from sponsors to the school office






